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In a country already suffering from an over population of dogs, cats and other companion
animals, there are nearly six thousand commercial kennels or “puppy mills” in the United States
licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture perpetuating the problem.1 Approximately four
million dogs are bred in puppy mills annually and an estimated four to five million die every
year (almost 11,000 daily).2 Causes of death include but are not limited to, neglect and
starvation, untreated illnesses, and lack of heat or air conditioning in puppy mills.3 The
conditions in puppy mills are downright atrocious and inhumane. Dogs are forced to live in very
small cages or enclosures, often with several others. The conditions of the enclosures are often
unsanitary. Female dogs housed in puppy mills are bred as frequently as possible and the
puppies are taken away from their mothers prematurely.4 The result is an unhealthy and
genetically defective puppy who suffers and millions of dollars in profits go to the cruel and
careless individuals who own and operate puppy mills. According to the Humane Society of the
United States, although laws exist regulating puppy mills,5 there are inefficiencies in the system.6
The numbers supporting the cruelty are staggering as the following chart shows.
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Puppy mills are notorious for dumping their dead puppies, or stock piling massive graves
without a license to do so. Under New York law, puppy mills are committing state legal
violations. The New York State, Division of Licensing Services oversees the operation of a pet
cemetery or crematorium. New York’s General Business Law, Article 35-C, § 750-b (“License
Required”) provides that “no person shall engage for a fee in the business of operating a pet
cemetery or pet crematorium or hold himself or herself out as being able so to do unless he or
she is licensed therefor pursuant to this article.”7 Furthermore, § 750-k (“Violations and
Penalties”) of the statute provides:
Any person not licensed pursuant to this article who shall directly or indirectly engage in
the business of operating a pet cemetery or pet crematorium . . . shall for the first offense
be guilty of a violation and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not
more than $500 or by imprisonment for a term of not more than 15 days, or by both such
fine and imprisonment.8
Although the penalties for violations are minor, local authorities need to step up and enforce the
laws to ensure that puppy mills pay the price for any illegal activity. The United States is
experiencing an over population of pets or companion animals, and puppy mills are the problem
as they not only abuse the creatures we love, they also over breed them causing serious
population issues.
**The assistance of Law Student Brett Burnbaum to this article is greatly appreciated.

7
8

N.Y. GEN. BUS. LAW, § 750-b (McKinney 2011).
N.Y. GEN. BUS. LAW, § 750-k (McKinney 2011).

2

